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FALL OVERBOARD AND SUBSEQUENT LOSS OF ONE LIFE FROM
THE COMMERCIAL FISHING VESSEL SEA TIGER (O.N. 616504) IN 

TURTLE COVE NEAR PALACIOS, TEXAS ON AUGUST 14, 2022

ACTION BY THE COMMANDANT

The record and the report of investigation completed for this marine casualty have been reviewed 
by the Office of Investigations & Casualty Analysis. The record and the report, including the 
findings of fact, analyses, and conclusions are approved. This marine casualty investigation is 
closed.
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                                                    Captain, U.S. Coast Guard
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UNINSPECTED FISHING VESSEL SEA TIGER (O. N. 616504) MASTER LOSS OF 

LIFE WEST SIDE OF TURTLE COVE ON AUGUST 14, 2022 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

On August 13, 2022, at approximately 1600 CST, the Master got underway by himself on the 

fishing vessel SEA TIGER (O. N. 616504) to conduct scouting operations for the upcoming 

Texas shrimping season. On August 14, 2022, at approximately 0458 CST, the Master spoke to 

his son on the phone about returning home after conducting his scouting operations. Shortly after 

speaking with his son, the Master of fishing vessel SEA TIGER entered the water based on the 

vessel’s GPS trackline. At approximately 0630, the son found the boat grounded on the west side 

of Turtle Cove with engines still engaged and no sign of the Master on board. The son contacted 

Texas Parks and Wildlife and a search and rescue operation was conducted. The body of the 

Master was later discovered and recovered by a good samaritan and transferred to Texas Parks 

and Wildlife. An autopsy revealed the cause of death as drowning.  

The Coast Guard determined the initiating event for this casualty was the Master entering the 

water. The subsequent events were the vessel running aground on the west side of Turtle Cove, 

followed by the Master’s death. The causal factors that contributed to this casualty include (1) 

failure to wear life jacket or personal floatation device and (2) unknown cause of entering the 

water.   

As a result of its investigation, the Coast Guard determined that the initiating event for this 

casualty was when the master fell into the water. Which lead to the vessel to run aground on the 

west side of Turtle Cove. Followed by the master’s death. The causal factors that contributed to 

this casualty include: (1) Failure to wear life jacket or personal floatation device and (2) 

Unknown cause of falling into the water. 











7. Actions Taken Since the Incident

7.1. Following the incident, the Investigating Officer conducted local community outreach 

with the fishing vessel community regarding the importance of wearing lifejackets or 

personal flotation devices.

8. Recommendations

8.1. None.

Lieutenant, U.S. Coast Guard 
Investigating Officer 

5 




